Giants hire ge ne ral manage r. The New York Giants are turning their 


rebuilding process over to an old hand who believes in old-time football. The team has hired former Carolina Panthers executive Dave 


Gettleman as their new general manager, bringing back the 66-year-old who spent 15 seasons with the franchise before going to the 


Panthers and helping them reach the Super Bowl in 2015. Gettleman will be introduced at a news conference today. Page 27 
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Princeton property owners stand in line at the municipal building to prepay their 2018 taxes in the hope they can take advantage 
of a deduction before it is eliminated in the new year. Michael Mancuso, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 


Every day seems to bring a new wrinkle; here’s 
what those who should know are saying now 


Samantha Marcus For The Star-Ledger 


Taxpayers are scrambling to prepay their 2018 property 
taxes and municipal clerk’s offices are adding hours to cope 
with the demand as homeowners look to save money before 
new limits on state and local tax deductions kickin. 

It’s not entirely clear yet, however, whether all of those 
efforts will pay off. Here’s what local government and tax 
experts are saying: 


Q: What’s all the fuss about? 

The tax law passed by Congress and signed by President 
Donald Trump last week limits the tax deduction for state 
and local taxes paid to $10,000. This change falls hardest on 
residents of high-tax states such as New Jersey, New York 
and California. The average property tax bill alone in New 
Jersey was $8,549 in 2016, the highest in the country. 


Average property tax bills in four New Jersey counties 
topped $10,000 last year. Bergen County property owners 
averaged $11,311. Essex County taxpayers averaged $11,550. 
Union County taxpayers averaged $10,821. And Morris 
County taxpayers averaged $10,039. 

The federal government previously didn’t cap how much 
you could deduct from your federal tax liability. 

That’s why people are rushing this week to prepay their 
property tax bills for next year before 2017 ends. By making 
the expenditure in 2017, they’re hoping to benefit from 2017 
tax rules. 


Q: Can you prepay your property taxes in New Jersey? 

Yes. A number of municipalities were already accepting 
prepayments when Gov. Chris Christie issued an executive 
order Wednesday directing all municipalities across the 
SEE TAXES, 8 
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N.J. rep 
to fight 
IRS tax 
ruling 


Let state taxpayers deduct 
"18 prepayments from their 
17 returns, Lance says 


Staff and wire reports 


Rep. Leonard Lance, who broke with his 
party and opposed the Republican tax bill, 
said he would introduce legislation to over- 
turn an Internal Revenue Service ruling 
and allow taxpayers to deduct all of their 
2018 prepayments from their 2017 income 
tax returns. 

Lance’s announcement came as resi- 
dents of New Jersey and other states with 
high state and local taxes scrambled this 
week to prepay their 2018 property taxes 
before such deductions are capped at 
$10,000 under the bill signed into law last 
week by President Donald Trump. 

The congressman’s bill would override 
the IRS’s ruling that taxpayers can only 
deduct 2018 property taxes on their 2017 
returns if they have been billed. In New 
Jersey, that means only the payments due 
in February and May would be deductible. 

“T hope that the IRS permits the deduct- 
ibility for anybody who pays property taxes 
in 2017 for property tax bills due in 2018,” 
said Lance, R-7th Dist. “I’m going to intro- 
duce legislation in the hope that the IRS 
will expand the ruling. It’s only fair.” 

The bill would allow New Jerseyans who 
prepay any 2018 property taxes to fully 
deduct them even if they have not received 
a bill, Lance said. 

Gov. Chris Christie on Wednesday 
ordered the state’s municipalities to allow 
homeowners to prepay property taxes if 
they are postmarked by the end of the year. 

But across the U.S., there is still plenty 
of confusion as the calendar year nears its 
end. 

The IRS’s ruling on Wednesday 
prompted some local government offi- 
cials to warn property owners who had just 
forked over thousands of dollars months 
ahead of schedule that those payments 
probably aren’t deductible. 

Other local bureaucrats were scrambling 
SEE LANCE, 8 
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Surge in road deaths alarms experts 


Larry Higgs For The Star-Ledger 


Safety experts are concerned about the 
number of people killed in crashes during 
2017 — the deadliest year on New Jersey 
roads since 2007. 

As of Thursday, 629 people had died 
in crashes — 27 more than died last year, 
according to preliminary State Police data. 
That amounts to a5 percent increase, and a 
16 percent jump since 2013. 

“We’ve not had New Year’s Eve, where 
we're likely to see more crashes and 
impaired driving,” said Cathleen Lewis, a 
spokeswoman for AAA Northeast. “They’re 
just too high and there is no reason for it with 
all of the tools we have and all the things we 
know.” 
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After dropping to a 20-year low in 2013, 
when 542 people died, fatalities have been 
steadily climbing. In 2015, 562 people died in 
crashes, six more than the previous year. But 
602 people died in 2016. 

In 2015, a state highway safety plan set a 
goal of reducing traffic deaths by 2.5 percent 
between then and 2018. The numbers looked 
promising after the state finished the sum- 
mer with fewer traffic deaths than summer 
2016, but a surge in the fall pushed the num- 
bers higher. 

This year saw the highest number of 
deaths on New Jersey roads since 724 peo- 
ple were killed in 2007. Of the people killed 
in crashes so far in 2017, 429 were either a 
driver or passenger in a car, 184 were pedes- 
trians and 16 were bicyclists. 
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“There are a number of factors for the 
increase in fatalities, including improved 
economic conditions, lower gas prices, 
more cars on the road, distracted drivers 
and pedestrians, and an expected increase 
in miles traveled,” said Gary Poedubicky, 
acting director of the state Division of 
Highway Traffic Safety. 

Lewis singled out distracted driving and 
arise in impaired driving as reasons for the 
increase. 

“If your mind isn’t on the road, youre a 
dangerous driver,” she said. 

“People mistakenly believe if the tech- 
nology is in the vehicle, it’s safer, and 
that’s not true,” she added, citing a 
AAA study that found 23 of 30 in-dash 
SEE DEATHS, 8 
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A look back at 2017: 
From Trump to #MeToo 


The downfall of myriad powerful men was 
the top news story of the year, according 
to the Associated Press. President Donald 
Trump’s first year in the White House 
came in second. Read the rest. Pages 6, 7 
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